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“Because You Gave, I am a Life 
That Was Saved.”
Alysia Berthaiume grew up in a 
hardworking household, but there were 
many underlying addictions and abuse 
issues. From a young age, male family 
members used cigarettes and alcohol 
to lure her into sexual abuse. She found 
herself angry, confused, and mistrusting 
the adults in her life. 

At age 14, Alysia told a family member 
about the abuse that was happening in 
her home. Police and CPS got involved 
and her stepfather was eventually 
convicted. But Alysia left home and 
began to live on the streets. 

Alysia was incarcerated at age 17 due 
to a DUI. “I walked out the same court 
doors my stepfather had years earlier. I 
felt like I was wearing his same shackles 
and orange jumpsuit. I felt lost, lonely, 
worthless, dirty, and weighed down. I 
had no hope.”
  

While in the 
Bay County 
Jail, a chaplain 
introduced Alysia 
to Jesus for the 
first time. They 
spoke of Jesus as 
her Father and 
her friend. She was 
moved to tears, 

but at times pushed back. 
The chaplains and volunteers 
continued to love her. 

When she was released 
from jail, Alysia would talk to 
friends about Jesus and even 
visited a few churches. She 
knew there was more to life 
than what she was living, but 
her addictions kept pulling 
her under. 

At age 21, after many years 
of going in and out of jail and 
being on probabtion, Alysia 
dedicated her life to the 
Lord. This time, she didn’t 
look back.

“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he 
is a new creation; old things have 
passed away; behold, all things have 
become new.” 2 Cor. 5:17

In 2007, Alysia graduated from Mid- 
Michigan Teen Challenge and stayed 
on staff for two years. From there she 
became a Christian Life Coach through 
the American Association of Christian 
Counselors and a Senior Ordained 
Chaplain with the International 
Fellowship of Chaplains. 

In 2019 she became an Assistant 
Chaplain with FMM serving in Bay and 
Midland County. She is thrilled to serve 
in the ministry that was so instrumental 
in bringing her to Christ 18 years ago. 
Eight years ago, she married her husband 
Ryan who serves alongside her in Bay 
County as an Assistant Chaplain.  

“I have had many detours in my life, but 
none of them were dead ends. Now I 
get to live out the great commission 
in the jail, sharing the same message 
with others that FMM shared with me. 
Because you gave, I am a life that 
was saved.”

Alysia before she 
dedicated her life to 

the Lord.
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Inmates and their families want 
you to know that you are 
helping to transform their lives.

“While incarcerated I lost my mother 
which affected me very deeply. Because 
of what I learned from FMM chaplains 
and studies, I am able to handle my grief 
in a way that would not have been 
possible before. I now have hope for 
reconciliation with my children and want 
to share God’s Word with them.”
- Tim

“Before FMM I had no idea that I had 
developed a “sin-sick soul”. But now I 
know—and Christ is the only antidote. 
I share with everyone the good news of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 
- James

“Your Bible courses give me something 
to look forward to. When I do them I 
feel like they take me out of this place 
and put me in a place with no walls...just 
freedom with God and his Word. I am 
more free in this place than I ever was 
before I came to jail.” 
- Donald 

“My whole life has been changed be-
cause you were here to help me. I am 
closer to God than I have ever been. 
Hopefully someday I will be able to help 
others like you have helped me. Thank 
you from the bottom of my heart.”
- Roger

“I apply bandaids. FMM heals the wounds.” 
As a defense attorney with two decades 
of experience, Matt Antkoviak knows 
both the power and the limitations of 
the criminal justice system. He has seen 
first hand how incarceration alone isn’t 
the solution, but when paired with FMM, 
powerful change can occur. This is why 
he joined the FMM board in 2010. 

Although interested in politics and 
working in Washington D.C., Matt felt 
called to return to his hometown of 
Allegan, Michigan and entered private 

practice with his dad and brother. He 
specializes in criminal law, often doing 
public defense.

In his career he frequently represents 
the same people coming in and out of 
the system—sometimes members of 
the same family. His priority is always 
to represent what is in the best interest 
of his client, which is almost always to 
minimize jail time. 

But jail can actually be a place of 
rehabilitation and Matt has witnessed 
this with his clients. Jail gives them time 
to think about what got them there and 
where they want to go in the future. 
These inmates are removed from the 
external influences that may have 
pushed them into self-destructive cycles. 

While his clients may be distressed or 
even angry about being put in jail, many 
grow to appreciate the situation and the 
opportunity to change. FMM is often the 
catalyst for that change. Presented with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, inmates have 
a framework to live a life according to 
God’s design. 

Interrupting the Cycle

Matt Antkoviak, FMM Board Member

Recently Matt had a client who 
requested to NOT be released from the 
Allegan County Correctional Center. 
Instead, he asked to stay until he 
had finished his FMM studies in the 
Community Re-Entry Unit (GRO Pod). 
While Matt and the judge found the 
request to be unusual, they agreed jail 
would be the best place for this man to 
continue his pursuit of a new life. THAT is 
the power of the message of Jesus.

FMM chaplains and volunteers meet 
men and women who are often at the 
end of their ropes. They are tired of the 
pain and the cycle of hurting. In jail, they 
come face to face with the only One who 
can provide them healing. But healing 
takes time, and sometimes inmates need 
a little more time to be mentored and 
taught by our amazing FMM team. 

Matt has seen FMM interrupt the cycle 
of incarceration in individuals and 
families. When he defends someone who 
is sent to jail, he hopes and they won’t 
need his services again. FMM is a powerful 
partner to help make that happen.
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by 
Rev. Nate DeWard, 
Executive Director

At FMM, our focus 
is ministry inside 
of jails. Yet, I often 

get asked, “What are you doing for the 
men and women who leave the jail?” I 
use that question to talk about FMM’s 
partnerships with other non-profits and 
churches throughout the state. 

In the last year, FMM has forged a close 
relationship with some noteworthy 
resource partners through our initiative 
called the Grayline Project: 
Our Daily Bread - Thousands of “Daily 
Bread” devotionals are distributed 
through our chaplains in FMM’s 34 
county jails.

Tyndale House Publishers -  The Life 
Recovery Bible is the best Bible for inmates 
to understand what the scriptures have 
to say about addictions.

Crossroads Prison Ministries - Our ministry 
is piloting their Bible correspondence 
and mentoring ministry in eight of our 
county jails. 

Trauma Healing Institue-American Bible 
Society - FMM began using “Healing the 
Wounded Heart” Inmate Journal to help 
inmates understand God, suffering, and 
how their heart’s wounds can be healed.

When you give to FMM, you can count 
on the fact that FMM is putting your 
donation to work inside the jail so seeds 
of renewal and change are planted. As a 
biblically-based, chaplain-led, volunteer 

ministry, our goal is to put the best 
resources in the hands of the jail residents 
so they can successfully relaunch their 
lives around God’s plan for them.

While some of these resource relation-
ships are just getting started, I’m excited 
to share them with you, our faithful 
supporters, because of the promise 
they hold for FMM’s work in jails. We 
want men and women to transition out 
of jail and into the community as new 
creations in Christ. You, through your 
support, make it happen!

“Though one may be overpowered, 
two can defend themselves. A cord of 
three strands is not quickly broken.”  

Ecclesiastes 4:12

New FMM 
Website
Launched
We are excited to announce the launch 
of a new Forgotten Man Ministries 
website. This project is the result 
of several months of hard work and 
collaboration to give FMM not just a 
fresh look, but also a website that is 
streamlined and easy for our supporters, 
volunteers and chaplains to use. We 
wanted to make the new website faster, 
easier to navigate, and more 
user-friendly.

We would love for you to check out 
some of the new features:
• Find your county under “jails served”. 

Meet your chaplain and find their 
contact information. You can also 
get all of your upcoming banquet 
information—everything from event 
details to signing up to attend.

• Learn how FMM is impacting jails 
across the state through powerful 
stories and video testimonies      
under “impact”.

• Our “banquet” section has been 
streamlined to make it easier to find 
an event near you.

• Easily find ways to get involved 
through volunteering, mentoring 
inmates through our Bible courses, 
or learn about the latest job 
opportunites under “get involved”.

• Learn about our dedicated leadership 
team, our board of directors and our 

ministry partners under the “about 
FMM” section.

We are grateful to everyone who gave 
their time and energy to make this site 
what it is, and our web partner TBX who 
have been a fantastic partner for us. 

We hope you enjoy the fresh new look of 
the website and find it easily accessible. 
Our hope is that it helps more people 
discover and support the amazing work 
our ministry does in the county jails. 
Check it out at www.forgottenman.org 
and share it with your community!



FMM Counties
in Michigan

Accreditations and Affiliates

Forgotten Man Ministries is a  501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dependent solely on your generosity.

Genesee
Allegan
Newaygo
Huron
Midland
Branch
Kalamazoo

Mar. 10
Mar. 12
Apr. 14
Apr. 16
Apr. 16
Apr. 21
Apr. 21

DATE COUNTY COUNTYDATE
Apr. 23
May 5
May 7
May 12
May 14
May 21
May 21

Berrien
Osceola
Kent
Ingham
Bay
Montcalm
Mecosta
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3940 Fruit Ridge Ave. NW
Grand Rapids, MI  49544
office@forgottenman.org

616.784.4620
www.forgottenman.org

SPRING BANQUET SCHEDULE
You have made a difference in the hearts and lives of inmates in your local jails as well 
as their families and loved ones. Many return to our communities reborn in the light of 
Christ. Your generous support of FMM has made this possible. It’s time once again to 
gather and experience the powerful impact we have made together.

We look forward to seeing you there! RSVP online at forgottenman.org.

Your Help is Needed!
FMM banquets are our largest fundraising events of the year and we depend on 
your help to make them successful. We are seeking table hosts and sponsors for 
our events. Would you consider helping in these critical roles? Contact your local 
chaplain or email us at ckerr@forgottenman.org.

 

Choose amount

$50 $150 Other$100

100.00$

Make your gift recurring

Monthly      Quarterly     AnnuallyOne Time

In less than five minutes, you can make 
your gift to FMM using your mobile device!

1

2

Text the word “FMM” to the number 
“41444” and follow the directions.

You will be guided to make a secure 
online gift. It’s the easiest and most 
convenient way to support FMM.
Try it now!

DONATE NOW ON YOUR 
MOBILE DEVICE USING 

“TEXT   GIVE”2


