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A Troubled Father Finds 
Hope in Christ
When Tony was 17, he felt like his future 
looked bright. He had a job he loved. 
He was expecting his first child with his 
girlfriend, and they were hoping to buy a 
house together. But when their daughter 
was born with severe problems, she 
died in Tony’s arms. It was then that 
everything began to fall apart.

Devastated by the death of his child, 
Tony stopped going to work. Soon 
friends were encouraging him to turn to 
drugs to numb the pain. He was arrested 
and began a 15 year cycle of landing in 
and out of jail and prison. 

He was in the 
Allegan County 
Corrections
Center after 
his latest 
arrest. 
Although he 
had been 
exposed to 
God and the 

Bible during previous incarcerations, 
Tony didn’t take it seriously. He had no 
intention of pursuing anything spiritual, 
but was feeling so depressed over 
being in jail again that another inmate 
suggested he come to a Bible study. He  
had looked at it as a way to get out of his 
cell for a bit. 

Tony with FMM volunteer, Shawn Gillette

Tony testifies about his 
new life with Christ

The third lesson was 
about God’s call to 
parents and Tony felt 
like the teaching was 
speaking directly to 
him. He cared deeply 
about being a good 
father to his four 
children and he knew 
it was time to change. 
That day, volunteer 
Shawn Gillette led Tony   
to accept Jesus Christ as his Savior.

“I started reading my Bible daily and doing 
Bible correspondence courses,” Tony said. 
“Every word seemed like it was spoken 
directly to me. I couldn’t get enough of God.”

Tony began mentoring a younger inmate 
who was in his cell. They read the Bible 
and prayed together every night. Then 
an inmate named Thomas was also placed 
in their cell. Thomas was an angry man. 
When he heard Tony reading the Bible, 
he mocked him and questioned why he 
would believe in a made up story. Tony 
replied that it was an important story 
and, knowing that he needed to be bold 
in his faith, continued to read the Bible 
every night.
 

One night Thomas came to Tony in tears. 
“You have been to prison and are covered 

in tattoos. You don’t seem like someone 
who would preach the Bible, but I see 
a peace in you, and I want it too.” That 
night Tony and Thomas prayed the prayer 
of salvation on the floor of their jail cell. 

“Next to my kid’s births, that was the best 
day of my life,” Tony said. “This old man 
told me that I inspired him to change.”

Tony recently graduated from Allegan 
County Correction Center’s community 
re-entry program and plans to leave 
jail in January. He can’t wait to share 
everything he knows about Jesus with 
his children. He continues to mentor 
other inmates and is praying for God to 
open up more ways for him to share his 
story with others. 

“I’ve never done anything I can be proud 
of, but I am proud of my testimony. I can’t 
wait to tell more people about Jesus.”



Unlocking 
Hearts

with your support
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Inmates and their families want 
you to know that you are 
helping to transform their lives.

“FMM turned my life around in every 
way. Please pass on my extreme
gratitude. Forgotten Man Ministries 
saved my life!”
- LuAnn

“I was in a GRO Pod when I was reborn 
in Christ and I am not looking back! The 
Holy Spirit guides me, but your support 
plays a role and I am thankful for you.” 
- Jim

FMM Volunteer Honors Husband 
Through First Steps Marathon

“Your Bible studies have taught me so 
much about God and Jesus, helping me 
to be a better Christian. May God bless 
you always.” 
- Jamie

“As an imate, I sometimes feel like 
nobody cares about me. But I am 
grateful for people like you who are 
willing to share His love with someone 
like me. Thank you for caring!”
- John

Amy Milner’s husband Jeff led her to jail 
ministry and she raised money in his 
memory through FMM’s First Steps 
Marathon.

Amy and Jeff had been married five 
years when their friend and pastor, Jerry 
Pimpleton, led Jeff to pursue a formal 
ministry degree. Jeff had suffered a head 
injury in the early 2000s which required 
a lot of recovery and made traditional 
pastoral education a challenge for him.

To be ordained, Jeff needed to serve 
somewhere outside the church and 
Pastor Jerry pointed him to FMM for a

Amy Milner (far right) stands with Chaplain Rocky Heiss and his wife, Pat.

six month assignment. Jail ministry ended
up being a perfect fit. After a year of 
serving in the Muskegon County Jail, he 
began training to become an associate 
chaplain with FMM. 

Because Jeff knew the volunteer training 
course would be a challenge for him, he 
asked Amy to come as well. Amy’s only 
intent was to support Jeff, but while taking 
the classes, she was encouraged by 
another FMM volunteer, Jamaesha, to 
join her in ministering to women. Amy 
felt it wasn’t right for her as she was 
busy at home with her children, so she 
decided not to volunteer.

Jeff continued to serve faithfully in 
Muskegon and then Newaygo County Jail 
where he developed a close friendship 
with Chaplain Rocky Heiss. After their 
youngest son graduated from high 
school, Amy reconsidered and decided 
to try out jail ministry for herself.
 

“The moment I knew this was for me 
was when I saw girls (in jail) that were 
just like me, or my daughter, or my mom, 
with the same struggles we faced. I thought 
they would be so different. I really had to 
repent from my pre-judging them.”

Tragically, Jeff passed away in February 
of 2016 from a stroke. Amy took time 
off to grieve, but felt called back to the 
jail three months later. She then became 
an associate chaplain in the Newaygo 
County Jail. 

“I continue partly because I have fallen in 
love with jail ministry, but also because I 
am carrying on Jeff’s legacy. 

In January, 
Amy took part 
in the First 
Steps Mara-
thon—a health 
initiative and 
way to raise 
money for the 
ministry she 
loves so much. 
She walked in memory of her husband 
Jeff, who also loved ministering in the jail, 
and raised over $630. We are so grateful 
for both of their years of service to FMM.

Amy’s husband, Jeff



Committing to God’s Plan for Us
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by 
Rev. Nate DeWard, 
Executive Director

“Commit to the Lord whatever you 
do, and he will establish your plans” 
(Proverbs 16:3). 

As the new executive director for 
Forgotten Man Ministries, I am reminded 
that our security and direction come 
from the Lord. Because this ministry 
belongs to the Lord, it’s my job to 
serve, lead, and steward this ministry 
in ways that demonstrate our trust and 
obedience to God’s plan for us.

FMM is overflowing with opportunity. 
Our chaplains work in environments 
where inmates’ needs outweigh our 
time and resources. Indeed, the harvest 
is plentiful in jail ministry. However, 
mobilizing and managing workers, 

and gathering the resources to enable 
ministry is the challenge. 

When Jesus faced this challenge 
as recorded in Matthew 9, he had 
compassion on those “like sheep without 
a shepherd” (vs. 36). Jesus instructed his 
disciples, “Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into his 
harvest field” (vs. 38).

We have prayed and continue to pray for 
the Lord to raise up effective Christ-like 
leaders in FMM’s missions in Michigan 
county jails. The Lord has brought two 
shepherds to care for and equip our 
chaplains and volunteers to work in our 
34 missions throughout Michigan. Scott 
Hall has been appointed our West Region 
Director and Darryl White recently joined 
us as our East Region Director. Our desire 
is to steward and develop ministry that 
reaches more inmates with the gospel, 
and teaches our Christian brothers and 

sisters at the jail to obey everything He 
has commanded.

My mentor and predecessor, Bill Cariano, 
handed the baton of leadership to me 
on January 1, 2019 after a 30-month 
succession plan endorsed by the FMM 
Board of Directors. Bill has graciously 
agreed to continue working for FMM in 
2019 as Director Emeritus and is using 
his gifts to raise funds, manage finances, 
and oversee special projects. 

I ask you to join us with your prayers, 
financial support, and perhaps your 
time as a volunteer. As you prayerfully 
consider my invitation, we will continue 
to pray to the Lord of the harvest and 
thank God for providing “our daily bread.”

In God’s love,

Rev. Nathan DeWard

When sheriffs invite us to bring our 
ministry to their jails, we want to respond 
with a hearty “YES!” and develop 
sustainable ministry with them. Keeping 
up with the demand for our services 
in Michigan county jails requires us to 
be both prayerful and strategic. That’s 
why we have organized our leadership 
to accomplish two key objectives: 
Sustainable Growth and Strategic Growth.

1) Sustainable Growth:  Our mission is 
dependent on the gifts of donors like 
you and thousands of others across the 
state. It is our goal to see every FMM 
county operate with a sustainability plan 
where funding is suited to the ministry 
opportunity in each county. Practically, 
this means some ministries need a 
stronger presence in their communities 
so donors know about our work in 

Deep and Wide
the jail and know how they can offer 
support. We build relationships, share 
stories from jail, and request support. 
We intend to keep our commitments to 
the sheriffs of FMM counties and their 
jails. That requires sustainable funding 
and leadership to carry on the Lord’s 
work of the gospel.

2) Strategic Growth:   Walking through 
the halls of jails, it’s easy to see how 
the spiritual needs of inmates far 
outweigh our resources. We pray for 
God’s guidance, prioritize, and work 
diligently to serve as many as we can, as 
best we can. Our work is never done, so 
we make choices on where to use our 
gifts and steward them with gratitude 
to God and you, our brothers and sisters 
in Christ. Christian stewardship requires 
faithful obedience to Jesus in what he 

commands and wise management of the 
gifts and opportunities bestowed upon us.

Two men have joined Forgotten Man 
Ministries to help strengthen, sustain, 
and steward our mission in Michigan 
county jails. Scott Hall and Darryl White 
have become the West and East Region 
Directors, respectively. Through them, 
chaplains will have stronger support, 
coaching, and assistance in fundraising. 
Counties will grow stronger and more 
sustainable because of their presence 
and expertise. The Lord will use them 
to go deeper and wider with inmates in 
Michigan County Jails.

Scott Hall Darryl White
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SPRING BANQUET SCHEDULE

Allegan County

Bay County

Berrien County

Branch County

Huron County

Mar. 14

May 16

Apr. 25

Apr. 16

Apr. 11

DATE COUNTY
Kalamazoo County

Kent County

Midland County

Osceola County

Roscommon County

Apr. 23

May 9 

May 7

May 7

May 16

COUNTYDATE

You have made a difference in the hearts and lives of inmates in your local jails as well 
as their families and loved ones. Many return to our communities reborn in the light of 
Christ. Your generous support of FMM has made this possible. It’s time once again to 
gather and experience the powerful impact we have made together.

We look forward to seeing you there! RSVP online at forgottenman.org.

Your Help Is Needed!
FMM banquets are our largest fundraising events of the year and we depend on 
your help to make them successful. We are seeking table hosts and sponsors for 
our events. Would you consider helping in these critical roles? Contact your local 
chaplain or email us at ckerr@forgottenman.org.

 

Choose amount

$50 $150 Other$100

100.00$

Make your gift recurring

Monthly      Quarterly     AnnuallyOne Time

In less than five minutes, you can make 
your gift to FMM using your mobile device!

1

2

Text the word “FMM” to the number 
“41444” and follow the directions.

You will be guided to make a secure 
online gift. It’s the easiest and most 
convenient way to support FMM.
Try it now!

DONATE NOW ON YOUR 
MOBILE DEVICE USING 

“TEXT   GIVE”2


